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Welcome

Ann Weir -  Summit MC 

Economic Development Manager

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
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Breakfast

▪ Willard’s Village Bakery-Deli, Athens – Old Fashioned Donuts

▪ Tait’s Fresh Start, Brockville – Carrot Cake 

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Apple Rhubarb Squares

▪ Violets on Main, Merrickville-Wolford – Lemon Blueberry Scones 

▪ The Crusty Bakers, North Grenville – Sausage Rolls

▪ Sunflower Bake Shop, Rideau Lakes – Jam Shortbread Cookies
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Greetings

Michael Barrett, MP

Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes
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Greetings

Steve Clark, MPP 
Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes
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Greetings

Nancy Peckford

Warden, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Mayor, Municipality of North Grenville



www.investleedsgrenville.com

#LGEcDevSummit#LGEcDevSummit

Summit Details

Summit Information

www.investleedsgrenville.com/summit2023 

▪ On the table - Agenda, Speaker bios, Evaluation form

▪ Online – Agenda, Participant list, Speaker bios, Bill 

Thake Award nominee bios, Media release 

▪ #LGEcDevSummit

http://www.investleedsgrenville.com/summit2023
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The Leclerc Products

Guillaume Turgeon
Senior Director, Canadian Operations

Abdullah Toseef
Brockville Plant Manager
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Trivia – 15th Anniversary Summit Prizes!

▪ Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Foods Shop, 

Merrickville-Wolford

▪ Pickle & Myrrh, Merrickville-Wolford

▪ El Rebost de les Mil Illes, Prescott 

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley

▪ Rosie Yumski’s Fine Foods, Westport

▪ Wendy’s Country Market and Furnace Falls 

Farm, Rideau Lakes/Leeds and the Thousand 

Islands

▪ Ridgway Confections, Leeds and the 

Thousand Islands 

▪ Lighthouse Provisions Ltd., Gananoque

▪ The Butcher Shop, Brockville 

▪ Luke's European Style Market, Athens 

▪ Healthily Ever After, Merrickville-Wolford 

▪ Forfar Dairy, Rideau Lakes
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Break |             Reconvene 10:15am

▪ Willard’s Village Bakery-Deli, Athens – Old Fashioned Donuts

▪ Tait’s Fresh Start, Brockville – Carrot Cake 

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Apple Rhubarb Squares

▪ Violets on Main, Merrickville-Wolford – Lemon Blueberry Scones 

▪ The Crusty Bakers, North Grenville – Sausage Rolls

▪ Sunflower Bake Shop, Rideau Lakes – Jam Shortbread Cookies
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Bill Thake Memorial
Economic Development Leadership Award

Ken Watson
Rideau Lakes

Wendy Merkley
Leeds and the Thousand Islands 

Janet Campbell
Merrickville-Wolford

Cathy Sheppard
North Grenville

2020 2020 2021 2021 2022

Dermid O’Farrell
North Grenville

Susan Warren
Rideau Lakes
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2023 Nominees

Shelley Mitchell
North Grenville

Judi Baril
Augusta

Susan Alford
Rideau Lakes

Terry Wills
Rideau Lakes
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Bill Thake Memorial
Economic Development Leadership Award

Congratulations!!!
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Shorelines Casino Thousand Islands

Dale Deane
General Manager, 

Shorelines Casino Thousand Islands

Chuck Keeling
Executive Vice President, Stakeholder Engagement, 

Community & Social Responsibility, 

Great Canadian Entertainment
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Planning Our Future Infrastructure

Brian Lennie
Specialist, Economic Development

ENBRIDGE GAS INC.
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Preparing for our Aging Community

Jen Powley
Administrator, Maple View Lodge

Director, Maple View Landings Redevelopment

Doug Struthers
Chair, Maple View Landings Redevelopment 

Fundraising Committee
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Lunch | Networking | Photo Booth 

▪ 2 setups, please use both sides of the buffet tables

▪ Special dietary requests

▪ Clean-up tables at the back

▪ Networking / Photo Booth / Made in Leeds Grenville Slideshow

▪ 1:00 pm Reassemble

▪ Fresh Baked Adventures

▪  Pastry King’s Princess, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Brandy Snaps

▪  Panache Bakery & Café, Gananoque – Maple Buttercream Macarons (Gluten Free)

▪  Grahame’s Bakery, North Grenville – Lemon Coconut Squares

▪  Nut Free Gourmet Bake Shop, Rideau Lakes – Ginger Cookies (Nut Free)

▪  Tasty Goodness Bake Shop, Westport – Butter Tarts

▪  Katarina’s Coffee Shop, Prescott - Brownies
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Keynote: Building a Stronger Ontario

The Hon. David Piccini
Minister of Labour, Immigration, 

Training and Skills Development
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways

Vision

A desired year-round destination that entices visitors 

and residents with an array of unique, diverse, high-

quality, and celebrated traveller experiences.

Mission

Nurturing a regional tourism culture that clearly, 

inclusively, and collaboratively balances the needs of 

our visitors, tourism partners, communities, and 

environment. 
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

13 Gardens 
 8 municipalities

12 Businesses
 8 municipalities

18 Businesses
10 municipalities
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways - Adventures
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways - Adventures

• Social Media – Facebook | Instagram
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways

Building an Appetite for Culinary Tourism

Moderator: 

▪ Shelbi McFarlane, Business Development Officer

    United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Panel:

▪ Cynthia Peters, Maison Maitland Cooking School & Villas

▪ Erin Kergen, Pickle & Myrrh

▪ Matthew Shapton, Hall’s Apple Market

▪ Martha Kudrinko, Rosie Yumski’s Fine Foods
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways

Building an Appetite for Culinary Tourism
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Trivia – 15th Anniversary Summit Prize Package!
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Question #1

What month was the first 
Economic Development 
Summit held in?
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Question #2

Who was the original 
political force behind the 
current Leeds Grenville 
Economic Development 
Summit?
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Question #3

In 2012, a session was 
called Changing How we Do 
Business. What was the 
most talked about item for 
the rest of the Summit and 
into next year?

Clue – what cows sleep on 
at Jobo Farms?
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Question #4

At the 2018 Summit, what 
company president said 
“You’ve made my dream 
come true.”

Clue – Rideau Canal
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Question #5

What giant company shared 
their digital technology at 
the 2019 Summit?
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Question #6

How many years did we host 
the Summit virtually?
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Question #7

Who is the speaker that 
has been invited back to 
the Summit the most?
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Question #8

What is the date of the 
2024 Economic 
Development Summit?
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Question #9

How many islands are 
there in the 1000 
Islands?
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Question #10

How many locks are in 
the Rideau Canal system?
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Question #11

Name a Brewery located 
within the 1000 Islands 
Rideau Canal Waterways 
region?
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Question #12

Name a municipality in 
Leeds Grenville?
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Trivia!

▪ Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Foods Shop, 

Merrickville-Wolford

▪ Pickle & Myrrh, Merrickville-Wolford

▪ El Rebost de les Mil Illes, Prescott 

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley

▪ Rosie Yumski’s Fine Foods, Westport

▪ Wendy’s Country Market and Furnace Falls 

Farm, Rideau Lakes/Leeds and the Thousand 

Islands

▪ Ridgway Confections, Leeds and the 

Thousand Islands 

▪ Lighthouse Provisions Ltd., Gananoque

▪ The Butcher Shop, Brockville 

▪ Luke's European Style Market, Athens 

▪ Healthily Ever After, Merrickville-Wolford 

▪ Forfar Dairy, Rideau Lakes
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www.investleedsgrenville.com

Leeds Grenville 
15th Anniversary Summit Review & What’s Ahead

November 17, 2023

#LGEcDevSummit
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Population by Age
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Jobs by Industry

413

696

849

1066

1573

1918

1926

1999

2049

2180

2533

2982

3059

3271

4781

5915

6142

Information and cultural industries

Real estate and rental and leasing

Finance and insurance

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Professional, scientific and technical…

Transportation and warehousing

Other service (except public…

Wholesale trade

Public Administration

Education Services

Administration, support, waste mgnt,…

Construction

Accommodation and food services

Health care and social assistance

Retail Trade

Manufacturing

2008 Jobs by Industry

446

596

724

908

1008

1203

1471

1587

1899

2157

2678

3042

3469

3629

3838

4517

5943

6326

Information and cultural industries

Real estate and rental and leasing

Unclassified

Finance and insurance

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Other service (except public administration

Wholesale trade

Transportation and warehousing

Administration, support, waste mngt,…

Professional, scientific and technical service

Education Services

Accommodation and food services

Public Administration

Construction

Manufacturing

Retail Trade

Health care and Social assistance

2022 Jobs by Industry
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1545

43

-1625

779

-1449

198
509

760

-825

-27
-370

Health Care Retail Manufacturing Construction
Public

Administration

Accommodatio

n and Food

Services

Education

Services

Professional,

scientific and

technical

service

Administration,

support, waste

mgmt,

remediation

Transporation

and

warehousing

Agriculture,

forestry, fishing

and hunting

Series1 1545 43 -1625 779 -1449 198 509 760 -825 -27 -370

2008-2023 Jobs by Industry Change 
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Business Size Distribution

Category December 2020 December 2022 June 2023

1-4 Employees 1,567 1,613 1,594

5-9 Employees 691 703 697

10-19 Employees 366 406 381

20-49 Employees 230 224 215

50-99 Employees 74 70 75

100-199 Employees 24 29 25

200-499 Employees 17 17 17

500+ Employees 6 4 3

Indeterminate 5,679 6,036 6,136

Total 8,653 9,102 9,143

2,887

Small Businesses

9,023

96% - 98%
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What’s Ahead

▪ Bank of Canada

▪ Economy is set to slow more than anticipated just 3 months ago

▪ Economic Growth forecasting adjusted in October

▪ 1.2 % in 2023 and .9% in 2024

▪ Higher interest rate may be here to stay

▪ BDC

▪ Rates could start to come down as early as summer of 2024 with gradual 

reduction once inflation is under control
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What’s Ahead
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What’s Ahead

▪ Deloitte 2024 Manufacturing Key Trends

▪ Improve talent attraction and retention – digital tools, retirees

▪ Leveraging Digital Technologies / Smart Manufacturing

▪ Supply Chain Challenges 

▪ Investing in Digital Technologies 

▪ Net-zero future - funds and incentives for electrification and 

decarbonization
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Strategic Areas of Focus | 2020 -2025

▪ Leadership and Capacity Building

▪ Investment Readiness / Investment Attraction

▪ Business Retention and Expansion

▪ Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

▪ Marketing and Communications

▪ Diversified Economy
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Total Regional Investment 

Total Number Businesses 
Served

Total Digital 
Transformation 
Grant Dollars

Total OBIAA 
Dollars

Overall Dollars Invested

1450+ $600,000 $577,664 $1,247,664

Digital Services
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Small Business

Video
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Workforce
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Business Directory

www.investleedsgrenville.com/directory

TOTAL – 4379
Athens - 103
Augusta - 175
Brockville – 1,156
Edwardsburgh Cardinal - 177
Elizabethtown-Kitley - 276
Front of Yonge - 91
Gananoque - 306
Leeds and the Thousand 
Islands - 348
Merrickville-Wolford - 226
North Grenville - 719
Prescott - 253
Rideau Lakes - 422
Westport – 126
#s as of Oct. 16/23
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eNewsletter  - www.investleedsgrenville.com/eNews
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Retiring
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Thank you!

✓ Save the Date – Friday, November 22, 2024

✓ Summit Evaluation Forms

✓ Name Tag Recycling

✓ Return the tag, keep the lanyard
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