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Welcome

Ann Weir -  Summit MC 

Economic Development Manager

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
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▪ Willard’s Village Bakery-Deli, Athens – Old Fashioned Donuts  

▪ Tait’s Fresh Start, Brockville – Apple / Chocolate Chip Banana Loaves

▪ Grahame’s Bakery, North Grenville – Apple Fritters

▪ Violets on Main, Merrickville-Wolford – Lemon Blueberry Scones 

▪ The Crusty Bakers, North Grenville – Sausage Rolls

Breakfast

1000islandsrideaucanalwaterways.com/adventures
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Summit Details

Summit Information

Invest.leedsgrenville.com/summit2024

o On the table / online - Agenda, Speaker Bios, Participants List

o Evaluation Form

o #LGEcDevSummit

http://www.investleedsgrenville.com/summit2024
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Greetings

Michael Barrett, MP
Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes



www.investleedsgrenville.com

#LGEcDevSummit#LGEcDevSummit

Greetings

Steve Clark, MPP 
Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes
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Video Greetings

Nancy Peckford
Past Warden, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Mayor, Municipality of North Grenville
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Economic Development Team

Shelbi McFarlane, Jeanette Johnston, Carol Hardy, Ann Weir, Cyndy Bolton, Joanne Poll, Andrew Stacey
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Greg Canning-LeBlanc
Plant Manager,

Maitland Hydrogen Peroxide, Evonik Canada

Matthew Murton
Maitland Site Manager,

INVISTA (Canada) Company

Growth from Within the Maitland Chemistry Park
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Speaker Gifts – Foodie Shop Adventures

1000islandsrideaucanalwaterways.com/adventures

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Sparkling Apple Cider

▪ Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Food Shop, Merrickville-Wolford – Mustard

▪ Pickle & Myrrh, Merrickville-Wolford – Caramels

▪ Halladay Maple, – Elizabethtown-Kitley – Maple Syrup
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Break | Reconvene 10:15 am

1000islandsrideaucanalwaterways.com/adventures

▪ Willard’s Village Bakery-Deli, Athens – Old Fashioned Donuts

▪ Tait’s Fresh Start, Brockville – Apple / Chocolate Chip Banana Loaves

▪ Grahame’s Bakery, North Grenville – Apple Fritters

▪ Violets on Main, Merrickville-Wolford – Lemon Blueberry Scones 

▪ The Crusty Bakers, North Grenville – Sausage Rolls
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Voltari – Leading a Revolution

Cam Heaps
Founder / Chief Executive Officer,

Voltari Marine Electric
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Keynote: Ontario’s Affordable Energy Future:
The Pressing Case for More Power

Hon. Stephen Lecce
Minister of Energy and Electrification
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Largest Battery Energy Storage in Canada

Ben Greenhouse
Chief Executive Officer,

Potentia Renewables Inc. 

Will Patterson
Senior Project Manager,

Potentia Renewables Inc.
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Lunch | Local Flavours

Local Foods / Fresh Baked Adventures

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Apple Squares

▪ Pastry King’s Princess, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Brandy Snaps 

▪ Nut Free Gourmet Bakeshop, Rideau Lakes – Chocolate Chip Cookies

▪ Grahame’s Bakery, North Grenville – Bread

▪ Tasty Goodness Bake Shop, Westport – Butter Tarts

▪ Katarina’s Coffee Shop, Prescott – Brownies

▪ Panache Bakery & Café, Gananoque – Gluten Free Macarons 

▪ Barking Bees Company, North Grenville – Honey

▪ Rideau Roastery, North Grenville – Coffee

▪ Bushgarden Farmstead, Rideau Lakes – Cheese

▪ Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Food Shop, Merrickville-Wolford – Mustard

▪ Enright Farms, Renfrew County – Beef Brisket

▪ Vintage Soil Farm, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Vegetables
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Lunch | Networking

▪ NEW!!!!  Arena 1 Lobby 

 - 2 setups, please use both sides of the buffet tables

▪ Special dietary requests

▪ Clean-up tables at the back

▪ 1:00 pm Reassemble
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Lunch | Local Flavours

Local Foods / Fresh Baked Adventures

▪ Hall’s Apple Market, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Apple Squares

▪ Pastry King’s Princess, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Brandy Snaps 

▪ Nut Free Gourmet Bakeshop, Rideau Lakes – Chocolate Chip Cookies

▪ Grahame’s Bakery, Bread – North Grenville 

▪ Tasty Goodness Bake Shop, Westport – Butter Tarts

▪ Katarina’s Coffee Shop, Prescott – Brownies

▪ Panache Bakery & Café, Gananoque – Gluten Free Macarons 

▪ Barking Bees Company, North Grenville – Honey

▪ Rideau Roastery, North Grenville – Coffee

▪ Bushgarden Farmstead, Rideau Lakes – Cheese

▪ Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Food Shop – Mustard

▪ Enright Farms, Renfrew County – Beef Brisket

▪ Vintage Soil Farm, Elizabethtown-Kitley – Vegetables

Reassemble

1:00 pm
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Bill Thake Memorial
Economic Development Leadership Award

Ken Watson
Rideau Lakes

Cathy Sheppard
North Grenville

2021 2021 2022

Dermid O’Farrell
North Grenville

Susan Warren
Rideau Lakes

Joe Hudson
Elizabethtown-Kitley

2023
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Remembering Bill Thake
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Bill Thake Memorial
Economic Development Leadership Award

Congratulations!!!



www.investleedsgrenville.com

#LGEcDevSummit#LGEcDevSummit

Keynote: BDC Economic Outlook:
Canada in the midst of a soft landing

Pierre Cléroux
Vice President, Research and Chief Economist
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www.investleedsgrenville.com

Leeds Grenville 
1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways

November 22, 2024

#LGEcDevSummit
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Project Update – G. Tackaberry Family Home – www.mvldonate.ca

• Project is ON BUDGET and ON TIME

• Target Opening - August 2025

• Fundraising Campaign - $3-million

•  $700,000 remains

• $5,000 Room to Donate

• $3,500 Lift Us Up
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Project Update – G. Tackaberry Family Home
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Strategic Areas of Focus | 2020 - 2025

• Leadership and Capacity Building

• Investment Readiness / Investment Attraction

• Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

• Business Retention and Expansion

• Marketing and Communications

• Diversified Economy
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Investment Readiness / Investment Attraction 
– Business and Industry

Augusta

Elizabethtown-

Kitley
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Investment Readiness / Investment Attraction 
– Business and Industry
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

Government of Canada - Immigration

• Manages temporary and permanent immigration programs and 

provides study permits, permanent residence status

• Provinces can nominate (ie. endorse) prospective immigrant for 

permanent residence through their nominee programs
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

Regional Economic Development through Immigration Pilot

• Promotes economic immigration

• Pathway to permanent residence for skilled foreign workers with a job offer

• 200 nominations through the Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program 

• Labour Needs

– Health Human Resources

– Family doctors, nurse practitioners, PSWs, other health professional

– Broader Economic Development Initiatives

– Skilled trades, other
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Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

Regional Economic Development through Immigration Pilot

• Employer Job Offer Streams 

• Foreign Worker stream - for skilled foreign works with a job offer

• International Student stream – for recent graduates with a job offer

• In-Demand Skills stream – for skilled foreign worked in an in-demand occupation

• Information Session – early 2025
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Business Retention and Expansion

• Visitations 
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Small Business
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Small Business
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Small Business

Thursday, October 23, 2025Thursday, March 6, 2025

ADD pics
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Business Directory

investleedsgrenville.com/directory

TOTAL – 4550
Athens - 105
Augusta - 183
Brockville – 1,157
Edwardsburgh Cardinal - 197
Elizabethtown-Kitley - 293
Front of Yonge - 91
Gananoque - 316
Leeds and the Thousand 
Islands - 366
Merrickville-Wolford - 232
North Grenville - 721
Prescott - 254
Rideau Lakes - 510
Westport – 125

*as of Nov. 18, 2024
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eNewsletter – www.investleedsgrenville.com/eNews
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Diversified Economy – 1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways

Vision

• year-round destination that entices visitors

• unique, diverse, high-quality, and celebrated 

experiences
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventures
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

The Crusty Baker – North Grenville

Tasty Goodness Bake Shop- Westport

Panache Bakery & Café - Gananoque

Tait’s Fresh Start- Brockville

The Pastry King’s Princess – Elizabethtown-Kitley

Violets on Main Village Bakery– Merrickville-Wolford

Willard's Village Bakery-Deli – Athens

Nut Free Gourmet Bakeshop – Rideau Lakes

Grahame's Bakery- North Grenville

Katarinas Coffee Shop – Prescott 

Hall’s Apple Market - Elizabethtown-Kitley

Sunflower Bakeshop – Rideau Lakes

*NEW - Big Waters Bakery- Athens
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

The Crusty Baker – North Grenville

Tasty Goodness Bake Shop - Westport

Village Pantry – Edwardsburgh Cardinal

Cosies - Brockville

The Sweet Life Café - Brockville

The Village Bean Coffee House - Merrickville-Wolford

Recess Café – Rideau Lakes

Vanilla Beans Cafe & Creamery - Westport

Sweet Ofelia Café and Market - Brockville

*NEW - Yellow Canoe Café - Merrickville-Wolford

*NEW- Bastard Coffee House - Rideau Lakes
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

Mrs. McGarrigle’s Fine Food Shop - Merrickville-Wolford

Pickle & Myrrh - Merrickville-Wolford

Little Barcelona - Prescott

Hall’s Apple Market - Elizabethtown-Kitley

Rosie Yumski’s Fine Foods - Westport

Wendy’s Country Market and Furnace Falls Farm - Rideau Lakes

Ridgway Confections - Leeds and the Thousand Islands

Lighthouse Provisions Ltd. - Gananoque

The Butcher Shop - Brockville

Luke's European Style Market - Athens

Healthily Ever After - Merrickville-Wolford

Forfar Dairy - Rideau Lakes

* NEW - The Bee Good Shop - Edwardsburgh Cardinal
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

Adair Gardens - Augusta

AOG Art Trail -  Elizabethtown-Kitley

Flowers of the Field - Augusta

Garden of Hope and Faith Walk - Elizabethtown-Kitley

Gardens of Gananoque - Gananoque

Ivy Lea Club - Leeds and the Thousands Islands

Rideau Woodland Ramble - North Grenville

Shakespeare's Gardens - Prescott

Sherwood Forest - Front of Yonge

* NEW - Kirk Farm - North Grenville

* NEW – No. 9 Gardens - Rideau Lakes

* NEW - Rockport Barn - Leeds and the Thousand Islands

* NEW - Summerhaven Tulips - Merrickville-Wolford
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventure Series

50+ Sites / Businesses 
13 Municipalities

Rural Economic Development Program 

$148,874 
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Adventures
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1000 Islands Rideau Canal Waterways – Social Media I Instagram

Like * Follow * Share
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Adventures – NEW 2025

ArBru Solar Brewery – Front of Yonge

Hall’s Apple Market – Elizabethtown-Kitley

Kemptville Brewing Company – North Grenville

PLUS more to come….
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Strategic Areas of Focus | 2020 - 2025

▪ Leadership and Capacity Building

▪ Investment Readiness / Investment Attraction

▪ Business Retention and Expansion

▪ Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

▪ Marketing and Communications

▪ Diversified Economy
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

99.45%
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

99.25%

99.30%

99.35%

99.40%

99.45%

99.50%

99.55%

Small Businesses Comparison

Leeds Grenville Ontario Canada

6 – Year Canadian Small Business Counts comparison – (99 employees and under)
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

84.24%
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

0.00%

2.00%

4.00%

6.00%

8.00%

10.00%

12.00%

14.00%

16.00%

18.00%

1 2 3 4 5 6

Businesses with 5 to 99 employees

Leeds Grenville Ontario Canada
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

• Real Estate and Rental and Leasing  – 1578

• Construction – 1093

• Professional, scientific, technical services – 925

• Retail Trade – 680

• Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting – 664

• Other services (except public admin) – 672

• Health care, social assistance – 595

• Transportation, Warehousing – 269

• Manufacturing  – 216
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Strategic Areas of Focus | Planning Ahead

• Focus Groups – geographic / sector

• Business Survey 

• Summit Participant Input
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Planning Ahead – Questions – slido

• What should Counties Economic Development focus on in the next 5 years, 

pick top 3

• Large business attraction

• Small business attraction

• Large business retention and growth

• Small business retention and growth

• Talent Attraction and Workforce Development

• Marketing and Communications

• Engagement for Infrastructure Development 
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Planning Ahead – Questions – slido

• In supporting our diversified economy, what business sectors requires 

Counties Economic Development support, pick top 3.

▪ Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

▪ Agri-Food

▪ Construction

▪ Health Care

▪ Manufacturing 

▪ Retail

▪ Food and Beverage

▪ Transportation and Warehousing

▪ Tourism

▪ Other
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Planning Ahead – Questions – slido

• To grow small business, what areas should Counties support, pick top 3

• Starting Your Own Business Workshops

• Increase Youth Entrepreneurship Programing

• Digital Workshops – AI, Social Media, etc.

• Finance Training

• Business Operations

• Mentorship

• Business Coaching

• Succession Planning

• Other
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Thank you!

✓ Summit Evaluation Form

✓ Name Tag Recycling

✓ Return the Tag, Keep the Lanyard

✓ Save the Date – Friday, November 21, 2025
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